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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To control the temperatures of reaction 
containers with high accuracy by providing a plurality of preheating 
means separately from a reaction line so that the preheating means 
can surround the outer periphery of the reaction containers. 
SOLUTION: After reaction containers 16 are housed in a stocker 18 
and sample containers 25 are set on a sample stocker 24, the 
containers 25 are successively transferred to a sucking position 30. 
Then a carrying unit 1 2 is moved and the containers 1 6 are taken out 
from the stocker 1 8 with a chuck 1 9. After a reagent is dispensed to 
the containers 16 through a dispensing nozzle 13, the containers 16 
are carried to one preheating device 1 1 . The chuck 1 9 successively 
carries the containers 1 6 to other preheating device 1 1 and a heater 
34 heats constant-temperature blocks 22a and 22b. A thermister 35 
controls the temperatures of the blocks 22a and 22b to set 
temperatures and a heat insulating material 36 keeps the blocks 22a 
and 22b at the set temperatures. The heated containers 1 6 are 
successively transferred to a throwing-in position 37 on a reaction 
line 10 and a motor 21 transfers the containers 16 to a dispensing 
position 29. A dispensing nozzle 14 sucks the samples from the 
containers 25 and dispenses the samples to the containers 16 at the position 29. Thus the temperatures of 
the containers 1 6 can be controlled with high accuracy by using the blocks 22a and 22b for heating the 
containers 25. 
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